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What is RETS

RETS is a standardized method for 
transferring real estate data between 
various software systems
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MLS Listing Data on the 
Internet

The display of listing data on the internet is 
commonly referred to as IDX (Internet Data 
Exchange), or more recently ILD (Internet 

Listing Display).

Brokers that participate in IDX/ILD will have 
their listings made available to other 
participating brokers for use in public 

websites.
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Benefits of RETS over FTP
• Standardized

- More tools available to users and developers.  Compliant client 
software should work with any compliant server software.

• On Demand
- Update schedule determined by the RETS client, not the server.  Data 

can be updated on demand.  

• Secure
- The MLS has more control over who has access and what they have 

access to.

• The Future
- Many MLS organizations are phasing out other methods for data 

delivery completely, in favor of RETS.



Before Getting Started

• Decide on a Development Approach
- Outside Developer

- In House Developer

• Contact your MLS for RETS access
- Usually the MLS will need some 

paperwork signed before you’ll get a 
RETS account.
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Primary RETS Transactions

• Logon
• GetMetadata
• Search
• GetObject
• Logout



Logon

Authenticates the client (you) and, 
if successful, provides the location 
where the remaining transactions 
can be accessed.



GetMetadata

Provides field definition 
information.  This is the blueprint 
to using the Search Transaction.  
Tells you what fields are available, 
what type of data is stored in 
them, lengths of fields, and if they 
are searchable.



Search

This is where the actual request is 
sent to the server and matching 
results are returned
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GetObject

After you’ve gotten the data with 
the Search transaction, you use 
the GetObject transaction to get 
images.
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Logout

Informs the server that you are 
finished with the session.
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Pick Your Tools



Our Choices
• MySQL

• PHP

• VieleRETS
-http://www.crt.realtors.org/projects/rets/viele/

• Open-Realty
-http://www.open-realty.org/
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Hosted Site

• rimuhosting.com

• 128 MB

• MySQL

• Apache

• PHP

• ~ $20/month
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Putting It All Together
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VieleRETS Setup
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Data Mapping
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Open-Realty Field Control
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The Final Site
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Where to go for assistance

•Open-Realty: 
- http://support.open-realty.org

•VieleRETS Support:
- http://www.crt.realtors.org/projects/rets/
viele/support.html
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What Now?

• Design - Get a professional 
clean look.

• SEO - Natural Search Engine 
Optimazation

• Marketing - Get people using 
the site.
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