
Making sense of out communication overload



Let’s make sure we’re on the 

same page

 Social Networks

 A social network service focuses on 

building online communities of people who 

share interests and/or activities, or who are 

interested in exploring the interests and 

activities of others- Wikipedia



Examples

 Myspace

 Facebook

 Linkedin

 Spoke

 Activerain

 and many, many, more
 http://mashable.com/2007/08/08/social-bookmarking-2/ 



Compare and Contrast

 What’s the difference between 

Facebook and a Blog?

 A blog is author driven whereas Facebook, 

and other social media sites, are user 

driven.

○ Simply, all users of social media sites are 

authors who interact rather than a blog where 

there is an author and an audience.



OK, got it?



On Technology

 I learned very early the difference 

between knowing the name of 

something and knowing something.

-Richard Feynman, Nobel Laureate



On Technology

 My point? 

 Once you develop a few basic skills you will 

find that technology is, in fact, easy to use. 

Forget about the buzz words, focus on the 

functions.



Let’s make sense of the mess

 Aggregation!

 Combine feeds from all of your social web 

networks into one interface.

○ Example: Mail client that manages multiple 

email addresses.



Let’s start aggregating!

 First RSS



RSS- Real Simple Syndication

 (most commonly translated as "Really 
Simple Syndication") is a family of web
feed formats used to publish frequently 
updated works—such as blog entries, 
news headlines, audio, and video—in a 
standardized format.[An RSS document 
(which is called a "feed", "web feed“, or 
"channel") includes full or summarized 
text, plus metadata such as publishing 
dates and authorship. - Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_feed


RSS Readers

 RSS readers are applications that 

aggregate RSS feeds. This allows users 

to see new content from various 

websites rather then visiting individual 

sites.



How do we add content to an 

RSS reader?

 It’s very easy.

 On to the internet



Why am I talking about this?

 The aggregation trend is going to be 

applied to every type of online data.



We shouldn’t follow every trend



Reddit



Reddit



POPURLS- Social news site

 POPURLS is an aggregation site for 

social news sites including Digg.com, 

Delicious.com, Reddit.com, etc.



POPURLS



Delicious 



Let’s start aggregating!

 Social Web Aggregator- Streamy



Streamy

 Allows users to aggregate:

 Twitter

 Facebook

 Digg

 Flicker

 FriendFeed

 AIM

 Google Talk

 Yahoo

 MS Live



Streamy



Streamy

 Let me show how to do it.



State of the Aggregators

 At this point most aggregators still don’t 

have the ability to aggregate every site 

users might want.

 Look forward to improved functionality soon
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